	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-127
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Dennis
Date of Introduction: February 27, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F, R
Date of Analysis: March 1, 2018
Type of Action: Authorization of straw ballot referendum; direction to Supervisor of Elections
Bill Summary: The bill directs the Supervisor of Elections to place a straw ballot referendum on the August 28, 2018 gubernatorial primary election ballot to seek the public’s opinion on whether or not the JEA should be sold.
Background Information: Since the subject of JEA’s value and potential interest in the sale of the utility have begun to be discussed by the JEA board of directors, some in the community have advocated for the citizens of the city to have a say in the disposition of one of the City’s largest assets by means of a referendum. The Office of General Counsel has opined that a referendum of the voters is not required to dispose of the JEA; the decision is the Mayor’s and City Council’s to make.  The City Charter currently requires City Council approval of any transfer of more than 10% (by asset value) of the JEA. The bill directs the Supervisor of Elections to place the straw ballot on the August 2018 gubernatorial primary election ballot. The question will read: “Should the City of Jacksonville sell JEA, a publicly-owned utility?”
Policy Impact Area: Disposition of JEA
Fiscal Impact: Minimal cost to add a referendum to an existing scheduled election ballot.
Analyst: Clements
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